April 1, 2010

Kentucky Lake: Water Level at Ky Dam - 359.45 Surface Temperature - 56
Lake Barkley: Water Level at Barkley Dam - 359.60 Surface Temperature - 56

Both lakes are one half foot over summer pool. The lakes came up two more feet since last week's report. Normally we
are winter pool until April 1st and then the lakes are brought up to summer pool levels over the month of April. The high
water, as mentioned in last week's report is due to flooding on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers so the TVA has been
holding back the water on both lakes to avoid adding to the floods downstream. The TVA is forecasting a 6 inch drop in
water levels by midnight Saturday night at this time but this could change as we have some rain in the forecast for
Saturday. We have had some great warm spring weather this past few days with highs in the upper 70's and warm south
winds. The base water temperatures came up 4 degrees since last weekend and with the present forecast, they should
continue to rise over the next week. We are still about 4 degrees below normal for this time of year but the gap between
the lower than normal water temperatures we have had over the past month is narrowing rapidly. We are still catching
large numbers of smaller Largemouth but more larger bass are now being reported on the north ends of both lakes and
hopefully this will improve over the next few days as the water continues to warm. The bigger Largemouth are still being
reported as scattered from deep to shallow but with warmer temperatures and the high water more of these fish seem to
be moving into the creeks and bays. One thing | have noticed over the past few days is the early morning bite on the
Largemouth has improved quite a bit from last week with the warmer water temperatures. The Crappie anglers this week
have reported mixed reports. Some folks are doing good but many are reporting a scattered bite, mostly due to the rapid
rise in the lake levels. Those reporting a good bite are doing best early in the morning and late in the evening. It seems
the reports | am getting on the Crappie this week are either feast or famine. The weather forecast for tomorrow is near 80
with south winds, Saturday 68 with a chance of thunderstorms and south wind and Sunday a high of 77 with south winds.

Largemouth Bass: Largemouth Bass are being taken on primary points, secondary points and creek channel banks on
suspending jerkbaits, crankbaits, Texas and Carolina rigged lizards and creature baits, jigs and shaky heads.
Largemouth are also being taken in shallow coves and the off the flats near buck brush and wood cover on lipless
crankbaits, Texas rigged lizards and creature baits, jigs and skaky heads. As you can tell, there are a myriad of patterns
that are working for the Largemouth right now.

Smallmouth Bass: Smallmouth Bass are being taken on primary points and on gravel banks in the creeks and bays.
These fish are being taken on suspending jerkbaits, crankbaits, jigs and tube jigs. Some nice Smallmouth are being
reported but the numbers remain low.

Some of the productive lures reported this week are: Lucky Craft pointer in american shad, pearl ayu and aurora black,
Bandit crankbaits in rootbeer/chartreuse and crawfish/chartreuse, Rapala shadrap in black/silver, Strike King red eye shad
in red/craw, blue/chrome and gold chrome sexy shad, Zoom lizards in green pumpkin, Charmer timber pups in green
pumpkin and watermelon/purple, Zoom trick worms in watermelon/purple green pumpkin/purple and Charmer shaky head
worms in green pumpkin candy on D&L shaky head jigs and Last Cast hairy bug jigs in green pumpkin.

Crappie: Crappie are being taken over brush piles in the creeks and bays in 8-12 ft of water by spider rigging with small
tubes and minnows. Crappie are also being taken around brush piles in 4-6 ft of water near spawning banks by casting
curly tail jigs, road runners and by fishing with small jigs and minnows retrieved slowly under bobbers. The better reports
are indicating the shallower Crappie are being taken best early in the morning and late in the evening.

Note: | have not received any reports on the Bluegill or Red Ears yet, but today one of my clients caught a Red Ear that
went at least 1.5 Ibs on a crankbait on a shallow gravel flat and we also had a lot of fish grabbing the tails of our shaky
head worms and running with them in areas where | know that Red Ears bed each year. It seems a little early for those
fish to be there, but then again with the high waters we are having, it does not surprise me.

FLASH: The Cabin Bait and Tackle believes they will be moving to their new store located on U.S. 62 in Kuttawa
sometime next week. Right now business is still going on as usual in the old store on U.S. 62 just west of Kuttawa. |
recommend you stop by The Cabin Bait and Tackle for your angling needs. You will find a full array of the latest in bass
fishing tackle and lures as well as tackle for you pan fishermen. The folks there are top notch when it comes to service
and knowledgeable about the latest fishing information. Those of you bass anglers that have been anticipating the
appearance of the new Strike King Red Eye Shad in gold chrome sexy shad should stop by the Cabin as soon as you



read this. The Cabin received their first shipment in two days ago, and they are going fast. If you wait very long, they will
be sold out. | picked mine up yesterday afternoon and we caught fish on them today.

On Saturday, my friends at Jet-a-Marina will be hosting their annual open buddy bass tournament on Ky Lake out of Ky
Dam Marina. This is always a big event and very popular with anglers from all over the country. You can view the
tournament information on their website at www.jetamarina.com . This tournament guarantees 5,000 and is one hundred
percent payback to 20% of the field.

NOTE: | would like to thank all the folks that have emailed me recently that took my class on eliminating water to find the
bass this past winter. You emails telling me how your bass fishing has improved makes all the long hours | put in this past
winter teaching the classes worth it. Thanks again.

If you are in need of a bass guide for some fun, catch and release bass fishing, tournament preparation, lake
familiarization or technique instruction, don't hesitate to give me a call or drop me an email. | have the following dates
available for booking in April, May and June:

April: Sorry, | am booked up.
May: 11th
June: 8,9, 16, 17, 21, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30

Of course | am taking reservations for the rest of the season too, so now is a good time to make your reservations for the
summer and fall bass fishing to ensure you get the date(s) you want. Now is a great time to book that summer trip to
learn how to fish the ledges. | do a focused teaching trip in which you will learn how to eliminate the water to find the
highest percentage ledges, how to set up on the ledges and techniques used to catch the ledge fish.
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